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AMBEO VR Mic

1. Preface

PDF export of the original HTML instructions

This PDF document is an automated export of an interactive set of HTML instructions. 

It may be the case that not all contents and interactive elements are contained in the 

PDF as they cannot be presented in this format. Furthermore, automatically generated 

page breaks may cause coherent contents to be moved slightly. We can therefore only 

guarantee the completeness of the information in the HTML instructions, and recommend 

that you use these. You can find these in the download section of the website under 

www.sennheiser.com/download.
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AMBEO VR Mic

2. Product information

All information about the product and the scope of delivery.

The AMBEO VR MIC uses Ambisonics. Ambisonics is a technology for sound field description 

and playback at a single point in space. The recorded signals can be reproduced from 

all directions in space. This enables full audio immersion – with sound arriving from all 

directions (360°) in three dimensions (3D).

The AMBEO VR MIC is fitted with four Microphone capsules  in a tetrahedral arrangement. 

The microphone's four capsules produce signals in Ambisonics' A-format that are then 

converted to Ambisonics' B-format using the AMBEO A-B format converter  software. The 

software is available as a plug-in for Mac and PC.

Playback through loudspeakers or headphones requires the use of software that supports 

Ambisonics' B-format rendering/decoding.

Editing and working with audio recorded using the AMBEO VR MIC requires tools that 

support Ambisonics' B-Format (most VR audio workflows).

Delivery includes

1  AMBEO VR Mic

2  Shock mount
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3  Windshield

4  DIN12 to 4× XLR-3M adapter cable
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Software

The AMBEO A-B format converter software can be downloaded at sennheiser.com/

download.

For more information on the software, refer to AMBEO A-B format converter.

6

https://www.sennheiser.com/en-us/support/downloads-and-instructions
https://www.sennheiser.com/en-us/support/downloads-and-instructions


AMBEO VR Mic

3. User manual

Information on installation and startup the microphone.

Product overview

Microphone

1 Microphone basket

• siehe Microphone capsules

2 Sound inlet direction, marked with the Sennheiser logo and the labeling "FRONT UP"

• siehe Positioning the microphone

3 Shock mount

• siehe Mounting the microphone
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4 DIN12M connection socket for the adapter cable

• siehe Connecting the microphone

Microphone capsules

Channel 1

• Front Left Up (FLU)

• Yellow XLR-3 connector

Channel 2

• Front Right Down (FRD)

• Red XLR-3 connector

Channel 3

• Back Left Down (BLD)

• Blue XLR-3 connector

Channel 4

• Back Right Up (BRU)

• Green XLR-3 connector
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Installing the microphone

Observe the following when mounting the microphone:

If possible, set up the microphone so that the microphone basket is directed upward. 

This setup provides the best results as it minimizes reflections from both the 

microphone itself and from the floor.

Mount the microphone directly above or below the camera, ideally at a distance of 50 

cm.

Make sure that the sound inlet direction of the microphone is congruent with the 

direction of video recording. This makes it easier to keep the sound and video in sync 

during production. The sound inlet direction is marked with the Sennheiser logo and 

the labeling "FRONT UP".

Only mount the microphone in a dry environment. Humidity and moisture can damage 

the microphone capsules.

Do not unscrew the microphone basket while using the microphone.
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Mounting the microphone

You should use the supplied shock mount to reduce reflexions and interfering signals due to 

vibrations to a minimum.

You can screw the shock mount onto a stand.
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To mount the microphone:

Screw the shock mount onto a stand.

Insert the microphone into the shock mount so that the Sennheiser logo and the 

labeling "FRONT UP" are visible.
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Connecting the microphone

To connect the microphone:

Connect the adapter cable to the microphone's connection socket.

Pass the adapter cable through the cable grip.
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Connect the XLR connector of the adapter cable to a suitable audio interface.

The audio interface must deliver 48 V phantom power.

• Channel 1: yellow XLR connector

• Channel 2: red XLR connector

• Channel 3: blue XLR connector

• Channel 4: green XLR connector
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Positioning the microphone

To orient the microphone:

Orient the microphone by adjusting the shock mount accordingly.

The microphone basket can be directed upward (upright), downward (upside 

down), or forward (endfire). We recommend using the microphone with the 

microphone basket in upright position.
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Set up the microphone mounted onto the stand according to the sound inlet direction.
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Making recordings using the AMBEO VR MIC

For the Ambisonics principle of the AMBEO VR MIC to work properly, it is important that 

the signals of the four microphone capsules are recorded separately on four tracks using 

identical microphone preamplifiers, respectively.

For more information on the software, refer to AMBEO A-B format converter.

We recommend proceeding as follows:

Set the same gain for each of the four channels of the microphone preamplifier.

Even slight deviations can already influence the spatial image.

For calibrating the microphone preamplifier, use a test tone generator with 48 V 

phantom power or a similar signal source with a constant signal.

Suitable test tone generators:

• Superlux Pink Stick

• Canford Phantone Tone Generator

Fine-adjust the preamplifier gains to identical recording levels based on the input 

from the test tone generator generator.

If there is no possibility to fine-adjust and monitor the preamplifier gains before the 

recording:

For each channel, record the signal generated by the test tone generator.

During post-production using your DAW or software, adjust the test tone on the four 

channels to exactly the same level.

Please note: any changes to gain made during the course of recording require an 

equal change across all four channels.

We recommend using a field recorder with digitally controlled gain settings that can 

be linked between channels.

The signals can now be converted to the Ambisonics' B-format using the AMBEO A-B format 

converter.
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AMBEO A-B format converter

The AMBEO A-B format converter is a plug-in for your studio software.

The plug-in converts signals recorded in Ambisonics' A-format to Ambisonics' B-format 

signals.

The plug-in can be used intuitively. It allows you to use filters, define the position and 

orientation of the microphone and to adjust the output format.

Installing the software

The AMBEO A-B format converter software can be downloaded at sennheiser.com/

download.

Compatibility:

• Mac OS X (from version 10.10)

• Windows (from version 8.1)
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User interface

Ambisonics Correction Filter

Use this filter to optimize the recording for the 360° sound image.

This filter is activated as default.

Low Cut Filter

Use this filter to cut low frequencies with possible interfering signals.

This filter is deactivated as default.

Microphone Rotation

Use the rotary switch to correct the horizontal orientation of the microphone, if you e.g. have 

to later align the direction of sound pickup with the video recording.

The default setting of the rotary switch is 0°.

Position

Select the position according to the actual orientation of the microphone on the stand. The 

microphone basket can be directed upward (upright), downward (upside down), or forward 

(endfire).
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The default setting is upright.

Output Format

Determine the order and the numeric output format of the four channels by choosing 

between CLASSIC FuMa and ambiX.

The default setting is CLASSIC FuMa.

When CLASSIC FuMa is selected, the channels are ordered as W-X-Y-Z.

When ambiX is selected, the channels are ordered as W-Y-Z-X.
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Cleaning and maintenance

Note the following information when cleaning and maintaining products of the AMBEO VR 

Mic.

Clean the surface of the microphone with a soft, dry cloth.

When the microphone basket is unscrewed, you can clean the basket with a slightly 

damp cloth.

NOTICE

Damage due to moisture

Humidity or moisture can damage the microphone capsules.

Only clean the microphone with a soft, dry cloth.

Cleaning the microphone basket

Unscrew the microphone basket by turning it counterclockwise.

Use a slightly damp cloth to clean the microphone basket from the inside and outside.

Dry the microphone basket.

Replace the microphone basket and screw it tight.
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4. Specifications

All specifications at a glance.

AMBEO VR Mic

Transducer principle

• pre-polarized condenser microphone

Pick-up pattern

• 4x cardioid, in Ambisonics' A-format arrangement

• 1: Front Left Up (FLU)

• 2: Front Right Down (FRD)

• 3: Back Left Down (BLD)

• 4: Back Right Up (BRU)

Frequency response

• 20 Hz to 20 KHz

Matrix reference

• Center of capsule holder

Output in B-format

• W = FLU + FRD + BLD + BRU

• X = FLU + FRD – BLD – BRU

• Y = FLU – FRD + BLD – BRU

• Z = FLU – FRD – BLD + BRU

Sensitivity

• 31 mV/Pa (–30 dBV) at 1 kHz

Min. load impedance

• 1000 Ω

Nominal impedance

• approx. 200 Ω
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Equivalent noise level

• A-weighted: 18 dB(A)

• CCIR-weighted: 27 dB

Max. sound pressure level at THD = 1 %

• 130 dB(A) at 1 kHz

Power supply

• 4x phantom power (P48) as per IEC 61938 (48 V ± 4 V), 3.5 mA respectively

Microphone connection

• DIN12M

• with supplied adapter cable to 4x XLR-3M, pin assignment: 1 = (GND), 2 = (+), 3 = (–)

Dimensions

• Length: 215 mm

• Diameter: 49 mm/25 mm

Temperature

• Operation: -10 °C to 55 °C (14 °F to 131 °F)

• Storage: -20 °C to 70 °C (-4 °F to 158 °F)

Relative air humidity

• max. 90% at 40 °C (104 °F)

Pin assignment of adapter cable

DIN12F Pin -> XLR-3M pin

A + screen + housing -> channel 1 (yellow) - Pin 1 + XLR housing

B -> channel 2 (red) - Pin 2

C -> channel 2 (red) - Pin 1 + XLR housing

D -> channel 3 (blue) - Pin 2

E -> channel 3 (blue) - Pin 3

F -> channel 3 (blue) - Pin 1 + XLR housing

G -> channel 4 (green) - Pin 2
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H -> channel 4 (green) - Pin 1 + XLR housing

J -> channel 1 (yellow) - Pin 2

K -> channel 1 (yellow) - Pin 3

L -> channel 2 (red) - Pin 3

M -> channel 4 (green) - Pin 3
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